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% PART ONE %

THE PRAISE OF CHRISTMAS - Bart, Eileen, Fred & Geoff

DECK THE HALLS - The Children
(Words included. Turn the page!)

GREEN GROW'TH THE HOLLY - Shanna, Cindy, Eileen,
Pamela, Carolyn, Kevin, Michael

MALPAS WASSAIL - Steve, Rose, Joe
"Wassail" is a salutation to "be whole". The custom
involves house to house visiting with the partaking of food
and drink to bring good Iuck to both visitors and visited.

THE SHORTEST DAY - Carolyn
Written by Susan Cooper; used with permission of Revels, Inc.

YULE LOG PROCESSION - Chorus, The Children
A combination of the Furry Carol, a spring processional,
with some verses by Robert Herrick (Touch the Yule Log
with a holly leaf and make a wish for the New Year!)

THE WREN SONG - The Children
Wrenning, an Irish tradition, is a remnant of rituals involving
the sacrifice of a King, the wren being King of the birds.

THE WREN BOYS - Geoff, All
(Words included. Turn the page!)

THE OLD GRAY MARE - Philip, Michael, Geoff, Patricia
American Southern fiddle tune and clog dance.

THE MITTEN - Steve
An adaptation of a Ukranian folk tale.

COME & I WILL SING YOU - Rose
(Words included. Turn the page!)

MUMMER’S PLAY - Fool-Steve, Old Bet-Alan, Hob-Jim,
St. George-Bart, Dragon-Jinny, Doctor-Andrea,
Mumming is part of a body of British mid-winter customs in
which the performing troupe disguises themselves and visits,
often unannounced, house to house bringing good cheer.

Other “guising” customs include sword dance plays and Border
Morris dancing a thoroughly raucus affair in which dancers yell,

hoot and clash sticks.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE WASSAIL - Chorus
In this Wassail we toast a succession of horses & cows.

INTERMISSION

2% PART TWO

OLD ROGER - The Children
INTERLUDE - Cindy, Michael, Geoff
DPERSONENT HODIE - Chorus

FELLSWAY - Chorus
Written by David Gay

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER - Chorus
Lyrics by Christina Rosetti, music by Gustav Holst

THE SNOW CHILD - Rose
A Russian folk tale.

THIS LONGEST NIGHT - Shanna, Chorus
Written by Lorraine Lee

ABBOTS BROMLEY HORN DANCE - Horn Dancers
A dance from an English village where dancers use horns
carbon dated to the 12th century.

GREAT BIG STAR — The Children

STAR IN THE EAST - Chorus
From the American sacred heart singing tradition

THE LORD OF THE DANCE - Bart, All
Traditional Shaker tune, Iyrics by Sydney Carter.
(Words included. Turn the page!)

GOWER WASSAIL - All
(Words included. Turn the page!)

END




SONGS

DECK THE HALLS

Deck the Halls with boughs of holly
'Tis the season to be jolly

Don we now our gay apparel

Troll the ancient Yule-tide carol

See the blazing yule before us
Strike the harp and join the chorus
Follow me in merry measure
While I tell of Yule-tide treasure

Fast away the old year passes

Hail the new ye lads and lasses
Sing we joyous all together
Heedless of the wind and weather

THE WREN BOYS

Chorus: Hurrah, me boys, hurrah!
Hurrah, me boys, hurrah!
Knock at the knocker and ring at the bell.
What will you give us for singing so well?
Singing so well, singing so well.
Give us a copper for singing so well.

COME AND I WILL SING YOU
Come and I will sing you

What shall I sing you?

I will sing you one alone.

What shall be the one alone?

One is one and one alone.
Come to me dilly, come dally, come dilly, alone
And ever shall remain so.

Two are the Chrissymas babes in green.
Three are the three that's in Bethlea.
Four the carollers at the door.

Five are the oxen standing by.

Six the six that never did mix.

Seven the shiners up in the sky.

Eight of them are the filly-shine white.
Nine of them's Aunt Mary Anne.

Ten are the ten command-i-ments.
‘Leven eleven all gone to heaven.
Twelve the followers all in a row.







