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PART ONE 

PRELUDE -Geoff, Michael 

THE SHORTEST DAY -Casey, Jan, Andrea T., 
Stephen, Andrea S. 
Written by Susan Cooper: used with permission of Revels. Inc. 

YULE LOG PROCESSION -Chorus, The Children 
Touch the Yule Loq with a holly leaf and rrlabe a wish for 
the New Year! 

APPLE TREE WASSAIL -Rose, David, Geoffrey, Steve 
"Wassail" is a salutation to "be whole". The Custom involves 
house to house visitinq with the partahinq of food and drinh 
to brinq qood luch to both visitors and visited. 

THE HOLLY AND THE IVY-Bart, Jan, All 
(Words included. Turn the paqe!) 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING -The Children 

THE GREAT WHITE CAT -Steve 
A Christmas Eve tale of troublesome trolls 

GREEN GROW THE RUSHES, 0 -Steve, All 
(Words included. Turn the paqe!) 

SWORD DANCE -That Long Tall Sword 

THE WREN SONG -The Children 
Wrenninq, an Irish tradition, is a remnant of rituals involvinq 
the sacrifice of a Kinq, the wren beinq Kinq of the birds. 

THE CUTTY WREN -Alan, Michael, Bart, Fred, 
Stephen, David 

PIPE MUSIC -David 

MUMMER'S PLAY -Fool-Steve, Old Bet-Alan, 
Hob-Andrea T. & Stephen, St. George-Bart, 
Dragon-Jinny, Doctor-Fred, 
Mumminq is part of a body of mid-winter customs in 
which the performinq troupe disquises themselves and visits, 
often unannounced, house to house brinqinq qood cheer. 
Other "quisinq" customs include sword dance plays and Border 
Morris dancinq a thorouqhly raucus affair in which dancers 
yell, hoot and clash stichs. 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE WASSAIL-Chorus 
In this Wassail we toast a succession of horses & cows. 
(Words included. Turn the paqe!) 

INTERMISSION 

PART TWO 

INTERLUDE.:.. Cindy, David 

THIS LONGEST NIGHT -Elysse, Chorus 
Written by Lorraine Lee 

GREAT BIG STAR-The Children 

DON OICHE UD I MBEITHIL -David 
Traditional Irish Gaelic 
"That niqht in Bethlehem it was as if the sun was always 
on the horizon ... The shy had qlowinq cheeks the earth 
had a blanhet of white" 

BRIGHTEST AND BEST -Cindy, Women 

ABBOTS BROMLEY HORN DANCE -That Long Tall Sword 
A dance from an Enqlish villaqe where dancers use horns 
carbon dated to the 12th century. 

THERE WAS A PIG WENT OUT TO DIG -The Children 

BEARSKIN -Rose 
An unusual variant of the Beauty and the Beast theme 

PERSONENT HO DIE -Chorus 

SHERBURNE -Chorus 

THE LORD OF THE DANCE -Rose, All 
Traditional Shaber tune. lyrics by Sydney Carter. 
(Words included. Turn the paqe!) 

GOWER WASSAIL -All 
(Words included. Turn the paqe!) 

END 



SONGS 

THE HOLLY AND THE IVY 
Chorus: The risinq of the sun 

The runninq of the deer 
The playinq of the merry orqan 
The sweet sinqinq all in the choir. 

GREEN GROW THE RUSHES 0 
I'll sinq you one-0 

Green qrow the rushes-0 
What is your one-0 

One is one and all alone ancJ ever more shall be so. 

Two, two the lily white boys, clothed all in qreen-0 
Three, three the rivals 
Four for the qospel ma"kers 
Five for the symbols at your door 
Six for the six proud wal°Rers 
Seven for the seven stars in the s"ky 
Eiqht for the April rainers 
Nine for the nime briqht shiqers 
Ten for the ten commandments 
Eleven for the eleven that w�nt to heaven 
Twelve for the tweve apostlep 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE WASSAIL 
Chorus: Drin°R to thee, drin"k to thee 

with a wassailinq bowl, we'll drinR to thee 

LORD OP THE DANCE 
Dance, dance wherever you may be 
For I am the Lord of the Dance said he 
And I'll lead you all wherever you may be 
I will lead you all in the dance said he. 

GOWER WASSAIL 
Verse 1 
A Wassail, a wassail throuqhout all this town. 
Our cup lt ls white and our ale it ls btown. 
Our wassail is made of the qood ale tlnd true, 
some nutmeq and qinqer it's the best we can brew 

Chorus 
Pol the dol, fol the dol-de-dol, Pol the dol-de-dol, 
fol the dol-de-dee, fol the der-o. fol the dad-dy, 
Sinq tu-re-lye do! 

Verse 2: 
We hope that your apple trees prosper and bear 
So we may have cider when we call next year 
And where you have one barrel we hope you 'II have ten, 
So we may have cider when we call aqain. 

Verse 3: 
We lmow by the moon that we are not too soon 
And we know by the sky that we are not too hiqh 
We know by the stars that we are not too far, 
And we know by the qround that we are within sound. 

Verse 4: 
Our wassail is made of the elderberry bouqh 
And so, my qood neiqhbor, we'll drin"k unto thou: 
And if we're alive for another new year 
Perhaps we may call and see who do live here. 



The spar:I.! of a flamminq Yule loq, of a 
candle buminq in the dad�. of stars blazinq 
in the heavens all reflect the sparR of life, 
the heart of our celebratory joy. 

As we are confronted by the darRness of 
Mid-Winter we qather toqether and each of 
us qains the strenqth to find the liqht that is 
within. 

This is the ninth year Welcome Yule has 
celebrated the Mid,.Winter. I am honored 
that so many enth45iastic, supportive, 
talented and committed individuals have 
chosen to build and shape this tradition 
over the years. I offer them all my deepest 
qratitude. And to each of you it is my wish 
that you will leave with your inner liqht 
burninq briqhtly for another new year. 

WASSAIL! 

·� 

Please siqn our quest boob in the lobby. 

We would Ube to have you on our mailinq list. 

pr�ram deslqn & production by Elizabeth C. Bonney 


