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* DPART ONE *

PRELUDE - Geoff, Michael

THE SHORTEST DAY - Casey, Jan, Andrea T.,
Stephen, Andrea S.
Written by Susan Cooper; used with permission of Revels, Inc.

YULE LOG PROCESSION - Chorus, The Children
Touch the Yule Log with a holly leaf and make a wish for
the New Year!

ADPDPLE TREE WASSAIL - Rose, David, Geoffrey, Steve
“Wassail” is a salutation to “be whole”. The Custom involves
house to house visiting with the partaking of food and drink
to bring good Iuck to both visitors and visited.

THE HOLLY AND THE IVY - Bart, Jan, All
(Words included. Turn the page!)

CHRISTMAS IS COMING - The Children

THE GREAT WHITE CAT - Steve
A Christmas Eve tale of troublesome trolls

GREEN GROW THE RUSHES, O - Steve, All
(Words included. Turn the page!)

SWORD DANCE - That Long Tall Sword

THE WREN SONG - The Children
Wrenning, an Irish tradition, is a remnant of rituals involving
the sacrifice of a King, the wren being King of the birds.

THE CUTTY WREN - Alan, Michael, Bart, Fred,
Stephen, David

PIPE MUSIC - David

MUMMER’S PLAY - Fool-Steve, Old Bet-Alan,
Hob-Andrea T. & Stephen, St. George-Bart,
Dragon-Jinny, Doctor-Fred,

Mumming is part of a body of mid-winter customs in

which the performing troupe disguises themselves and visits,
often unannounced, house to house bringing good cheer.
Other “guising” customs include sword dance plays and Border
Morris dancing a thoroughly raucus affair in which dancers
yell, hoot and clash sticks.
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE WASSAIL - Chorus
In this Wassail we toast a succession of horses & cows.

(Words included. Turn the page!)

INTERMISSION

¥ PART TWO *

INTERLUDE - Cindy, David

THIS LONGEST NIGHT - Elysse, Chorus
Written by Lorraine Lee

GREAT BIG STAR - The Children

DON OICHE UD I MBEITHIL — David
Traditional Irish Gaelic
“That night in Bethlehem it was as if the sun was always
on the horizon . . . The sky had glowing cheeks the earth
had a blanket of white”

BRIGHTEST AND BEST - Cindy, Women

ABBOTS BROMLEY HORN DANCE - That Long Tall Sword
A dance from an English village where dancers use horns
carbon dated to the 12th century.

THERE WAS A PIG WENT OUT TO DIG - The Children

BEARSKIN - Rose
An unusual variant of the Beauty and the Beast theme

DPERSONENT HODIE - Chorus

SHERBURNE - Chorus

THE LORD OF THE DANCE - Rose, All
Traditional Shaker tune, Iyrics by Sydney Carter.
(Words included. Turn the page!)

GOWER WASSAIL - All
(Words included. Turn the page!)

END
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* SONGS

THE HOLLY AND THE IVY

Chorus: The rising of the sun
The running of the deer
The playing of the merry organ
The sweet singing all in the choir.

GREEN GROW THE RUSHES O
I'll sing you one-O
Green grow the rushes-O
What is your one-O
One is one and all alone and ever more shall be so.

Two, two the lily white boys, clothed all in green-O
Three, three the rivals

Four for the gospel makers

Five for the symbols at your door

Six for the six proud walkers

Seven for the seven stars in the sky

Eight for the April rainers

Nine for the nime bright shiners

Ten for the ten commandments

Eleven for the eleven that went to heaven
Twelve for the tweve apostles

GLOUCESTERSHIRE WASSAIL

Chorus: Drink to thee, drink to thee
with a wassailing bowl, we'll drink to thee







