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Part One
From Harvest Festivities to the longest night of the year

On the Common of an English Village a long time ago
Introductory music

Shepherd’s Hey: A Morris dance in the Fieldtown tradition danced by Belles in
Bloomers. (Andrea R., Andrea T., Erin, Jinny, Liz, and SaraLinda. Alan plays the
pipe and tabour)

Bringing in the Sheaves (Jim Boyes):

Geoff, Paul and Dale are joined by Bart, Tom and Lew followed by the rest of
the chorus.

Soul Cake (traditional): Children.
A traditional begging song for the autumn season.

Christopher the Cricket (Fred Momaney): Told by Fred with help from the
children. A story about preparing for the winter to come.

Apple Tree Wassail (Traditional, additional verses by Ed Smith): Chorus.
In Somerset, the apple trees are wassailed with cider and song to encourage
them to grow in the coming year.

Country Dance/Waltz: Galopede and South Wind.
Two dances to end the harvest celebration and prepare for the longest night.
The adventurous in the audience are welcome to join the dancers on the floor.

Abbotts Bromley Horn Dance: Juggler Meadow Morris Men

An ancient ceremonial dance from Somerset first recorded some 600 years
ago.

In the Bleak Midwinter (words, Christina Rossetti: music, Gustav Holst):
Karro, Carol, Julie, Louise, Dom, Lew, Tom and Fred.

Fellsway (David Gay): Chorus. ’
A modern composition in the shape-note tradition.

The Shortest Day: (Susan Cooper, used with permission of Revels, Inc.): Ed
and Deb.

Furry Day Carol/Yule Log Processional: (Traditional): Chorus

The Yule log is brought to the fire to be burned to bring luck and health in the
coming year. Make a wish as the log goes by if you haven’t done so already.
(Words included - turn the page)

Rolling Downward (Robert Lowry, new verse by Geoff Rogers):
Geoff, Lew and Martin lead the chorus on this American hymn that has found
its way into the Yorkshire pub caroling tradition. (Words included - turn the

page)
Intermission

Part Two
From Christmas Day looking ahead to Spring

AtaParty in the Village Hall

,‘) Border Morris: The Blue Willies

English mid-winter customs include this raucous intrusion to open the party.

Villagers All (Kenneth Grahame): The Children chant this poem to encourage
everyone else to join the party.

Sound, Sound Your Instruments of Joy (traditional): Alan starts the Chorus.
A powerful hymn from the West Gallery tradition of English church music.

Twelve Days of Christmas (traditional): Julie, Lew, Montserrat and Tom lead
the chorus

The perennial counting song uses words and music that are almost the ones
you think they are. (Words included — turn the page)

Seasons Well Seasoned - A Mummers Play (Bart Bales): Bart, Erin, Dale, Ed,
Dana, Grace, Hattie, Laura, Maggie and Rachel

Rise Up Jock (Bob Pegg): Bart leads the chorus in a musical variation on a
mummer’s play theme. (Words included — turn the page)

Pentonville (William Marsh): Chorus
Another song from the West Gallery tradition that is a favorite in Yorkshire
pubs.

Brightest and Best (traditional): Diana H. leads the women
An Appalachian version of the Star in the East carol, it’s one of our favorites.

Julian of Norwich (Sidney Carter): Children. (Words included — turn the page)
Rooster’s Crown (Norah Dooley): An original story told by Norah.
Land Of Light (Roy Gullane): Liz, Sarah, Saralinda, Andrea R., Paul, Geoff,

Dale, Alan
To celebrate the awakening of the earth as the seasons change.

Hail, Smiling Morn (traditional): Chorus
A rousing song from the Yorkshire pub caroling tradition.

Lord of The Dance (Sidney Carter): The children lead and Dee and Dom
continue with the help of the chorus. (Words included - turn the page)

The King (traditional): Chorus
No year goes by without at least one wrenning song which brings us to

The End



The Yule Log Processional — The Furry Day Carol

God bless the master of this house
And all that are there in-a

And to begin to Welcome Yule
With mirth now let us sing-al

Chorus:With hal and toe, sing merry-o,
With hal and toe sing merry!
With hal and toe, sing merry-o,
With hal and toe sing merry!

Women: Come bring with a noise my merry, merry boys
The Christmas log to the firing.
Men: While my good dame bids you be free

And drink to your hearts desiring!
Chorus ’

So now is come our joyful feast

Let everyone be jolly.

Each room with ivy leaves is dressed
And every post with holly!

Chorus

Rolling Downward Chorus

Glory, Glory in the highest

On the earth good will and peace to men
Down the ages sound the echoes

Let the glad earth shout again.







